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AABA New Year’s Resolution – Pro Bono!

Happy New Year 
to  everyone 
reading this 

message.  It  was a 
standard, relatively 
quiet, cheese-fondue-
inspired New Year’s 
eve in  the Wrobel 
abode. We all watched 
Mariah Carey make 
up for last year’s 2017 
embarrassment with 
a pretty solid 2018 
performance in Times 
S q u a r e  t h i s  y e a r, 
especially considering 
that it was about 2 
degrees or so outside. 
We are all Mariah fans 
for about one month 
every year, when we 
play and sing “All I Want for Christmas is You” 
about 800 times during the month of December. 
So, we were all pulling for her to do well this 
time around, and she nailed it. Now we’ll forget 
about her again until next Thanksgiving. 

I have more or less given up making New 
Year’s resolutions that don’t last, and just resolve 
now to try to be a better lis-
tener, better spouse, better 
father, and better friend than 
I was the year before, always 
with mixed results. But I 
want to take this opportunity to ask every lawyer 
reading this to think about being a better lawyer 
than you were last year, specifically by 
giving some of your time to someone 
who really needs it, at no cost, or at a 
cost substantially reduced from your 
normal rate of compensation. Now, 
while this is something we Anne Arun-
del County practitioners should be 
thinking about and doing year-round, 

apparently from a statistical standpoint, that is 
unfortunately not the case.

As far as pro bono and “low bono” go… 
we… collectively… aren’t setting the charts 
on fire.   

The latest pro bono report for the State of 
Maryland can be found at (http://mdcourts.

gov/probono/pdfs/probonor-
eport2016.pdf). The Novem-
ber 15, 2017, report covers 
the 2016 year. There is no 
change from the previous 
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Practice Notes...
Compiled by Hon. Philip Caroom

Criminal evidence – inventory search – in-
completeness:  Facts - Police stopped defendant 
for speeding, finding his license and registration 
suspended.  During inventory search, police listed 
CDS, money, and many electronic devices found, 
but omitted shoes, dirty rags, tire jack, etc.  Hold-
ing - The incompleteness of the inventory did not 
require suppression of evidence found.  State v. 
Paynter,  -- Md.App. – (9/28/17).

Crim. law & procedure – Justice Reinvestment 
Act (JRA): The Md. Sentencing Guidelines Com-
mission has published updates that show impact 
of revised penalties – incl. 14 CDS offenses, 38 
property offenses reduced, and driving suspended 
offenses reduced, plus 9 violent or gang offenses 
increased -- under Md.’s Justice Reinvestment Act, 
eff. 10/1/17. Also discussed is change in definition to 
“Corrections options” sentences that will be treated 
as complying with guidelines although avoiding in-
carceration. See http://msccsp.org/Files/Guidelines/
JRA_penalty_revisions.pdf

As previously mentioned in Practice Notes, 
another helpful website also offers index and 
hyperlinks to each important part of JRA, 
including:  technical VOP penalty limits, “risk as-
sessments” that may be useful for motions to modify 
sentences, “certificates of rehabilitation” that may 
be useful for expungement petitions, expanded 
expungement provisions generally, provisions for 
retroactive reduction of mandatory minimum drug 
sentences, presumption of 8-507 drug treatment 
within 21 days after order. See http://www.ma4jr.
org/jra-index/

Civil procedure – Orphans’ Court transmittal of 
issues and appeals to Circuit Court: See Estate of 
Vess, -- Md.App.—(9/28/17).

MSBA tips: MSBA’s Bar Bulletin is not available 
only to members, but is free online.  Current items 
of general interest include: 1) an immigration attor-
ney’s heads-up on Trump INS enforcement policies, 

2) pitfalls to avoid when advising clients of the Md. 
advance health directive law; 3) a checklist on how 
your retainer agreement “could do so much more,” 
etc.  See  http://www.msba.org/publications/barbul-
letin/default.aspx 

All bar association members are invited to contrib-
ute Practice Notes as to any legal points or infor-
mation which might be useful to other attorneys. 
These should be sent to: Attn.- Hon. P. Caroom, 
Court House, c/o AABA, P.O. Box 161, Annapolis, 
Md. 21404, or by email to pcaroom@gmail.com.

Since 1976
108 Old Solomons Island Rd., 
Suite U-3
Annapolis, MD 21401
(410) 224-4BWA (4292)
Fax (410)224-1321

Stephen Willlett
President

RichaRd R. TRunnell

(410) 721-7169  • (301) 261-0037

Successfully Mediating  
Disputes Since 1995

Quick and Flexible Scheduling

Mediation & ADR Services

www.trunnelllawfirm.com
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year—Anne Arundel is at the bottom. I am going 
to assume that if you are a lawyer who has not 
engaged in pro bono work for some time (and sta-
tistically, that’s HALF OF YOU OUT THERE!!), 

then I have serious doubts you are going to click 
on the link to read about it. So, I am first going to 
thank you for reading my monthly message, and 
now I am going to reprint the lowlights of that 

President’s message, continued
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report as it applies to our beautiful county where 
we work, live and/or play:

Not much else to say. We are statistically 
dead-last. This reminds me of when the prosecutor 
had the PowerPoint closing argument and showed 
the jury my client’s credit card receipts document-
ing that he was spending money at cafes in the 
south of France on the same dates (and times) he 
was supposed to be working at the shipyard docks 
as a union timekeeper!! All you can really hope 
for at that moment is “On to the next slide!” So 
now I’ll show you the good news for our county, 
such as it is (See table 8 below).

Hey, we rallied to jump to Number 22 out of 
24! Brutal, but not dead-last.  

All is certainly not lost. I want to take this 
moment to congratulate and recognize this year’s 
AABA Pro Bono Award winner, Ms. Carole Brown 
for her substantial contributions of her time and 
personal resources to those in need. Thank you for 
your example Carole. And the statistics do indicate 

that in terms of sheer numbers, we are still a pretty 
generous bunch with our time.  One out of every 
six Anne Arundel County practitioners (or about 
219 of us!!) is contributing more than 50 hours of 
pro/low bono service.  Thank you!! (50 hours per 
lawyer is the aspirational goal set forth by the Court 
of Appeals).  Another two out of six (over 400!!) 
are contributing their time and services to this ef-
fort, albeit less than 50 hours per year. Thank you 
as well for getting involved!! But that leaves about 
600 or so Anne Arundel County lawyers standing 
on the sidelines.  That number is simply too large 
(by about 600), and we need to fix it.

So how do we fix this? In today’s “Google it” 
world, I think it’s pretty easy to get started.  There 
are multitudes of organizations that need lawyers 
to assist.  Many of these organizations offer free 
CLEs to lawyers who would then be willing to 
take on a case. A Google search of “pro bono 
lawyer opportunities in Maryland” yields plenty 
of results: There is the Pro Bono Resource Center 
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of Maryland (https://probonomd.org), the Mary-
land Volunteer Lawyer Service (https://mvlslaw.
org), and closer to home, the Chesapeake Legal 
Alliance (www.chesapeakelegal.org) and Mary-
land Legal Aid’s Annapolis Office (www.mdlab.
org).  Of particular note is a regular CLE that is 
offered on Veterans Benefits, with the request that 
attendees take on at least one veteran client and 
assist in them in securing the benefits they are 
entitled to for their service to our country.  This 
is something I encourage you to take on this year 
as we focus on serving those who have served our 
country, either through pro bono opportunities 
such as this, or with our Veterans Court.  If you 
are a veteran, and would like to become a Veteran 
Mentor, please come to the training offered every 
month, on the fourth Monday of the month, 6:00 
p.m., at the Vet Center at 100 Annapolis Road in 
West Annapolis.  You will then be eligible to act 
as Veteran Mentor at the Veterans Docket in Glen 
Burnie that occurs every month.  

Also, the Local Pro Bono Committee for Anne 
Arundel County is conducting an online survey to 
learn more about pro bono service in our county, 
including the reasons why many attorneys do not 
participate in pro bono service. If you have a mo-
ment, I encourage you to take the survey at https://
goo.gl/forms/aYxQdTGojpCwx0Cw2 so that this 
local committee can acquire data that will help 
them boost pro bono participation in our county.

In whatever way you decide to help, please 
first decide this year to get involved in helping 
the less fortunate, and give some of your time 
as an attorney. I think now more than ever we 
all need to collectively enhance our profession’s 
reputation, and I know we can do better than the 
last Pro Bono report says we are doing in Anne 
Arundel County.  

We are also announcing the 2018 Barrister’s 
Ball in this issue. It is taking place on Saturday 
March 24, 2018 at the Navy-Marine Corps Sta-
dium in Annapolis.  More on that in the next issue!   

The McCammon Group 
is pleased to announce our newest Neutral 

For a complete list of our services and Neutrals throughout MD, DC, and VA,  
call (888) 343-0922 or visit www.McCammonGroup.com

Dispute Resolution and Prevention

Hon. Daniel M. Long (Ret.)
Retired Judge, Circuit Court for Somerset County

The Honorable Daniel M. Long recently retired after over thirty years of distinguished 
public service. Judge Long served as Judge for the Circuit Court of Somerset County 
for twenty-six years, during which time he served as Circuit Administration Judge 
and County Administrative Judge. Prior to his appointment to the bench, Judge 
Long was elected as a Member of the Maryland House of Delegates, where he served 
admirably for seven years while also maintaining a successful private law practice 
in Somerset and Worcester Counties. Judge Long is a Recipient of the Judge Anselm 
Sodaro Judicial Civility Award from the Maryland State Bar Association, and he 
was selected as 2015’s “Judge of the Year” by the Litigation Section of the Maryland 
State Bar Association. Judge Long now brings this exemplary record of service and 
achievement to The McCammon Group to serve the mediation, arbitration, and 
special master needs of lawyers and litigants throughout Maryland and beyond.

President’s message, continued
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AABA Members Bring Christmas Cheer  
to Local Children

December is our favorite month of the year 
at the AABA. That’s when our office is 
transformed into Santa’s workshop, as our 

generous members fill every corner with festive 
bags, gifts and bicycles for the Angel Tree Program. 
Thank you to all who contributed Angel Tree gifts 
this year. The program is sponsored each year by the 
AABA, the Circuit Court for Anne Arundel County, 
and the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court. 
Through your generosity, we were able to share 
Christmas joy with 35 children from 11 families. 
On Tuesday, December 19, all gifts were delivered 
to our partners at the Anne Arundel Department of 
Social Services, which distributes the gifts to local 
families in need.

Hon. Mark Crooks and Bob Duckworth, 
Clerk of the Circuit Court, display some of 

the toys and gifts that were donated to local 
children through the Angel Tree Program.

Our Services: 
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Customized Programming Available 
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Todos los servicios que se ofrecen en español. 
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A Final Farewell to Members We Lost in 2017

In 2017, our membership said a final farewell to 
several active and loyal members of the AABA, 
including three past presidents. Their presence 

is greatly missed in our legal community and our 
condolences go out to the family members, friends 
and colleagues who are without their loved ones.

Melvin Hirshman 
September 24, 1931 - September 11, 2017
Melvin Hirshman served as Bar Counsel to the 
Attorney Grievance Commission of Maryland for 
nearly 30 years (1981 – 2010). He is a past presi-
dent of the National Organization of Bar Counsel, 
and a long-time member of both the AABA and the 
MSBA. Hirshman was a graduate of the Washington 
College of Law of the American University and of 
American University. He also served in the Navy as 
a corpsman at Bethesda Naval Hospital from 1955 
until 1961.

William Kirk 
September 23, 1928 - April 21, 2017
William Kirk served as AABA president in 1974. He 
also was a member of the Maryland State Bar Asso-
ciation for 57 years. He received his undergraduate 
degree from Carlton College and his law degree 
from the University of Michigan Law School.

Hon. Eugene Lerner 
December 18, 1931 - November 23, 2017
Judge Lerner was an AABA member for 60 years 
and served as its president in 1976. He served on the 
Circuit Court for Anne Arundel County from 1979 
until his retirement in December 2001, but continued 
to serve as a retired judge until just before his death 
in November. Judge Lerner was born in Annapolis 
and served as the Ward 8 alderman on the City 
Council and as the city attorney from 1969 – 79. 
He served in the U.S. Army from 1954 to 56 and 
earned his undergraduate degree from the University 
of Maryland, followed by his law degree from the 
University of Baltimore School of Law.

Get a fast quote today!
www.mlmins.com
or contact Kay Kenny
443-955-4829  or   kkenny@mlmins.com

R

You can trust 35 years 
of experience protecting lawyers.

Put your trust in the carrier 
created by lawyers, 
run by lawyers, 
exclusively serving lawyers.

Protecting Your Practice is Our Policy.®

• Works exclusively with lawyers professional 
liability insurance

• Specializes in solo to mid-size firms
• Returned over $52 million in profits to 

policyholders since 1988

• Offers an array of services to mitigate risks

Proud Annual Sponsor of the Anne Arundel Bar Association.
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Roger Perkins  
1943 - October 26, 2017
Roger Perkins was an AABA member for more 
than 40 years and served as its president in 1984. 
He also served as president of the Maryland State 
Bar Association (1992-1993), as a member of 
the Maryland Appellate Judicial Nominating 
Commission, and as Assistant City Attorney 
for the City of Annapolis. He also practiced as 
a principal in his own firm in Annapolis for 34 
years, retiring in 2010. He received his B.A. 
from Pennsylvania State University and his Ju-
ris Doctor degree from the George Washington 
University Law School. 

Ron Prass 
December 10, 1963 - January 5, 2017
AABA member Ron Prass spent twenty years as an 
intellectual property attorney. He served as a U.S. 
Patent Examiner in the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, then entered private practice. Ron eventu-
ally founded his own firm, Prass, LLP, which he 
operated until his death. He was a graduate of the 
U.S. Naval Academy and served as both a Naval 
Flight Officer and as Aviation Engineering Duty 
Officer during his tenure of service. He earned his 
Master of Science degree from Troy University and 
his law degree from Washington College of Law 
at American University.

Julian B. Stevens Jr. 
August 22, 1932 - October 29, 2017
Julian “Joe” Stevens served as the State’s Attor-
ney for Anne Arundel County from 1967 – 1971, 
then pursued his own private law practice. He 
retired after a successful legal career of more 
than 30 years. He was a member of the AABA 
and the Maryland Criminal Defense Attorneys’ 
Association. He received his law degree from 
the University of Maryland School of Law, then 
joined the United States Air Force. He continued 
his service with the Maryland Air National Guard 
in the Judge Advocate General Corps after com-
pleting his active duty commitments and retired 
as a full Colonel. During his career, he received 
the United States Meritorious Service Medal 
from President Ronald Reagan, the Maryland 
Distinguished Service Medal, and the Maryland 
Meritorious Service Medal.

William Turc, Sr. 
July 31, 1945 - November 2, 2017   
Bill Turc was an AABA member for 44 years. He 
obtained his law degree from the University of 
Baltimore School of Law in 1969. He worked in 
private practice in Glen Burnie for 43 years. He 
was a member of the Maryland House of Delegates, 
the Stoney Creek and Roland Terrace Democratic 
Clubs, and the Democratic Central Committee. 

Robert Zarbin 
June 24, 1961 - July 8, 2017
Bob Zarbin’s career as a trial lawyer spanned nearly 
three decades. He served for over 10 years as board 
member of the Maryland Association for Justice 
(MAJ), and was ultimately was elected to its Presi-
dency. He also served as president of the Council of 
Presidents for the American Association for Justice 
(AAJ) and as member of the Board of Directors of 
the James C. Cawood American Inn of Court. He 
earned his undergraduate degree from Loyola Col-
lege (Baltimore) and his law degree from Loyola 
University College of Law (New Orleans).
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The AABA Continued to Grow in 2017

The Anne Arundel Bar Association extends 
a warm welcome to the new members who 
joined the association in 2017. We look 

forward to your involvement in our programs and 
events. The new members are listed below by name, 
firm, city and email address. 

Complete contact information for all of our 
members can be found in the online directory on 
the AABA website at www.aabar.org. Be sure 
to log into your member account first to access 
members-only features, such as search for a mem-
ber by practice area.

Arnold	Abraham
Abraham Law
Annapolis, MD
abe@abrahamfirm.com

Valerie Anias
ERA Law Group, LLC
Annapolis, MD
vanias@eralawgroup.com

Karen Authement
Severna Park, MD
karen@kma-law.com

David Baines
Law Offices Of Murnane & 

O’Neill
Glen Burnie, MD
DBaines@ 

murnaneandoneill.com

Alicia Balanesi
Bagley & Rhody, P.C.
Annapolis, MD
abalanesi@bagleyrhody.com

Michael Berman
Office of the State’s Attorney
Annapolis, MD
mjberman3@gmail.com

Deepa Bhattacharyya
NMS Healthcare
Annapolis, MD
deepabhattach@yahoo.com

L.M.D.D. Biggs
Crofton, MD
lmbiggs@

biggslawandmediation.com

Dennis Boyle
Boyle & Frost
Annapolis, MD
dennis.boyle@boylefrost.com

Sarah Brown
Hillman, Brown & Darrow, P.A.
Annapolis, MD
seb@hbdlaw.com

Sidney Butcher
Whiteford Taylor & Preston
Baltimore, MD
sbutcher@wtplaw.com

Peter Byrnes, Jr.
The Law Offices of David F. 

Albright, Jr., P.A.
Baltimore, MD
peterbyrnes1@yahoo.com

K. Carter
The Carter Law Firm, LLC
Annapolis, MD
kcarter@carterlaw-firm.com

Nicholas Cintron
Vintage Settlement  

Services, LLC
Edgewater, MD
cintronna@gmail.com

Michael Clampitt
U.S. Securities & Exchange 

Commission
Severna Park, MD
clampittm.m@yahoo.com

Catherine Cronin
Annapolis, MD
catherine@ 

thecroninlawfirm.com

Carolyn Crowley
Annapolis, MD
carolyn@ladylaw.com

Todd deStwolinski
Towson, MD
todd@oldlinelaw.com

Mary Fran Ebersole
Federal Support  

Specialists, LLC
Annapolis, MD
maryfran.ebersole@

fssgovsolutions.com

Jehanne Edwards
Buck Law Group, 
Annapolis, MD
jedwards@bucklawgrp.com

Craig Enck
LeClairRyan PC
Annapolis, MD
Craig.Enck@leclairryan.com

Jessica Estes
ERA Law Group, LLC
Riva, MD
jestes@eralawgroup.com

Robert Farley
The Jaklitsch Group
Upper Marlboro, MD
bob@jlgmd.net

David Frankel
Annapolis, MD
davidjfrankel@gmail.com

Abhijit Ghosh
Hanover, MD
ghoshab@yahoo.com
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Mitchell Greenberg
Law Champion
Glen Burnie, MD
mitch@lawchampion.com

Jeffrey Griffith
The Law Office of James 

Crawford Jr. &  
Associates LLC

Edgewater, MD
jeff@jamescrawfordlaw.com

Jay Halleck
Walsh Becker & Rice
Bowie, MD
jay.halleck@walshbecker.com

MaKayla Hanington
Holden & Campbell
Annapolis, MD
mhanington@ 

holdencampbell.com

Sean Hatley
Hyatt & Weber, P.A.
Annapolis, MD
sphatley@hwlaw.com

Steven Heinl
Annapolis, MD
sheinl@hwlaw.com

Gregory Hopper
Bekman, Marder & Adkins, 

LLC
Baltimore, MD
hopper@bmalawfirm.com

Steven Hyatt
Hyatt & Weber, P.A.
Annapolis, MD
shyatt@hwlaw.com

Jesse Iliff
South River Federation, Inc.
Edgewater, MD
j.l.iliff@gmail.com

Stephen Janoski
Butzel Long
Annapolis, MD
janoski@butzel.com

Daniel Jones
Annapolis,  MD
daniel@ 

jonesofannapolisinc.com

Matthew Kreiser
Joseph, Greenwald &  

Laake P.A.
Greenbelt, MD
mkreiser@jrgllaw.com

*Loans subject to program availability and credit approval.  Terms and conditions 
may apply. Severn Bank is a trade name used by Severn Savings Bank FSB.

Call or visit us online today:
410.260.2000 • severnbank.com

LEGALLY SPEAKING, 
A BETTER WAY TO BANK.

We offer specialized banking services for legal professionals. 
Let’s discuss how we can help your practice thrive.

Litigation Fund Assistance
Electronic Banking
Flexible Underwriting With 
Local Market Knowledge

IOLTA Accounts
Lines of Credit
Remote Capture Deposits
Professional Mortgages



The Barrister, December 2017/January 201812

Madonna Lebling
Annapolis, MD
leblingm@gmail.com

Alec Lewis
Law Office Alec M. Lewis
Rockville. MD
alec@aleclewislaw.com

Jennifer Loeb
Baltimore, MD
jeniloeb@gmail.com

Frank Lozupone, III
Odenton, MD
franklozupone@gmail.com

Jessica Marine
Frost & Associates, LLC	
Annapolis, MD
jessica.marine@ 

irstaxlitigation.com

Jeffrey Markowicz
Law Offices of Jeffrey N. 

Markowicz
Brooklyn, NY	

Thomas Maronick, Jr.	
Law Offices of Thomas 

Maronick, Jr. LLC
Annapolis, MD
tom@maronicklaw.com

Joseph Marshall
Prince George’s County State’s 

Attorney Office
Odenton, MD
jmm5013@gmail.com

Snehal Massey
Butler, McKeon &  

Associates, P.A.
Baltimore, MD
smassey@butlermckeon.com

Dan Mastromarco
Annapolis, MD
argusgroupdrm@aol.com

Kelly McCrea
Annapolis, MD
kmccrea26@ymail.com

Jonathan McGowan
Liff & Walsh, LLC
Annapolis, MD
jmcgowan@liffwalsh.com

Katherine Meyer
Arthur Law Group
Annapolis, MD
km@arthurlaw.net

Jeanette Ortiz	
Anne Arundel County Public 

Schools	
Annapolis, MD
jortiz@aacps.org

Michael Ott
Arnold, MD
mtott980@yahoo.com

Cecilia Paizs
SIEGELLAW and The 

Mediation Center
Ellicott City, MD
ceecee@agreeonit.com

Avigayil Pearlman
Council, Baradel, Kosmerl & 

Nolan, P.A.
Annapolis, MD
Pearlman@CouncilBaradel.com

Joseph Poerio
Annapolis, MD
mpoerio@yahoo.com

Michael Rosofsky, Esq
Rosofsky Law Firm
Arnold, MD
msr@litigatorsondemand.com

Stephanie Rotondo
Office of Governor Larry Hogan
Annapolis, MD
smrotondo0@gmail.com

Benjamin Rupert
Crofton, MD
ben.rupert@gmail.com

C. Sampson
Maryland Judiciary
Odenton, MD
cls.sampson@gmail.com

Michael Schearer
DLA Piper
Glen Burnie, MD
theprez98@verizon.net

Alison Schurick
Biran Kelly, LLC
Baltimore, MD
alison.schurick@gmail.com

Miriam Sincell	
Glen Burnie Self-Help Center
Glen Burnie, MD
miriam.sincell@mdcourts.gov

Raquel Smith
Cochran & Chhabra, LLC
Annapolis, MD
raquel@cclaw.email

Turner Sothoron, Esq.
McGowan & Cecil, LLC
Laurel, MD
turner@lawmcs.com

Scott Surell
Annapolis, MD
ssurell@oliveriandassociates.com

Katy Sweeney
Law Office of Katy E Sweeney, LLC
Severna Park, MD
katysweeneylegal@gmail.com
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 

 

 

 Yes! I would like to be a sponsor of the 2018 Barrister’s Ball! 
Name: ____________________________________    Company: _______________________________  
E-mail: ____________________________________    Phone: _________________________________ 
Total:   $500          Payment Method:    ___ Check    ___ Credit (MC/Visa) 
Credit Card No. __________________________________    Exp. Date: _________   
Billing Zip: ________________   Signature: _______________________________ 
 

Make checks to Anne Arundel County Bar Foundation and mail to:  AACBF, P.O. Box 161, Annapolis, MD 21404  
 

An AABA staff member will contact you about the content for your slide on the jumbotrons and indoor video 
screens. All content must be provided in electronic format by March 5, 2018.
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Timothy Talbot
Crofton, MD
timothytalbot@aol.com

Raiven Taylor	
Baltimore City State’s  

Attorney’s Office
Severn, MD
raivent@msn.com

Theresa Teixeira
Columbia, MD	
theresateixeira@yahoo.com

Jennifer Thompson
Attorney Grievance Commission
Annapolis, MD
jennifer.thompson@ 

agc.maryland.gov

Peggy Vetter
DeCaro Doran Siciliano 

Gallagher & DeBlasis, LLP
Annapolis, MD
vetter.margaret@gmail.com

Lauren	Vint
Court of Appeals of Maryland
Annapolis, MD	
lauren.vint@mdcourts.gov

Kiernan Waters
Holden and Campbell
Annapolis, MD
kwaters@holdencampbell.com

Melissa Wu
Law Office of Melissa A. Wu, LLC	

Gaithersburg, MD
info@melissawulaw.com

Webster Ye
Maryland Department of Health
Baltimore, MD
webster.ye@maryland.gov

Four Seasons Title – Say Goodbye to 
Audits, Minimums, and Your 

Settlement Processing Headaches 
     Four lawyers on staff - a partner when you need one 

Multiple Underwriters - no need to walk away from business 
Clear non-compete – back office, never soliciting your clients 

Extensive experience with investor transactions 

We are fully compliant with ALTA Best Practices and CFPB rules. 
Contact John Brennan Attorney/President (301) 261-8177 Direct 

Four Seasons Title is a division of Brennan Title Company 
Visit us at: www.4seasonstitle.com 

Call or email 
JBrennan@4SeasonsTitle.com 

for a proposal 
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Estates and Trusts Matters
By Fred Franke, Jr.

The Court of Appeals recently upheld 
the Circuit Court for Anne Arundel 
County (Judge Dennis Sweeney specially 

assigned) which granted summary judgment in 
a caveat case.  (Castruccio v. Est. of Castruccio, 
____ A.3d _____ (August 2017).  [Full disclosure:  
we briefed and participated in oral argument 
for one of the winning appellees and, indeed, 
represented this appellee/legatee throughout the 
litigation.  This litigation is ongoing.]

The caveator challenged the will on every 
possible front, and after every other basis failed, 
she claimed that the witnesses to the will had 
to sign the same sheet of paper that the testator 
signed, or a sheet of paper physically attached to 
the page with the testator’s signature.  If this is 
indeed Maryland law, a lot of existing wills are 
probably in jeopardy.  

The caveator’s argument was based on a 
1921 case that involved a one page will with the 
purported witnesses signing on the outside of an 
envelope containing the one page will.  The Court 
of Appeals held that such a rule could not, and 
should not, be extended to apply to the signature 
pages of a multi-page will.

The court decision begins by reciting the 
statutory requirements for valid will execution.  
These requirements have remained virtually 
unchanged since 1798.  The basic rule is that 
the testator must sign, and two witnesses must 
each sign in the presence of the testator.  In the 
Castruccio case, there was an attestation clause 
above the witnesses’ signatures that, although not 
perfectly crafted, would be sufficient to trigger the 
presumption that the will was validly executed.  
Once this presumption is triggered the caveator 
must carry the burden of showing by clear and 
convincing evidence that the facts in the attesta-
tion clause are untrue.  In the Castruccio case, 
whether or not the attestation clause was properly 
crafted was irrelevant given the testimony of the 
surrounding circumstances of the due execution 
of the will.

The thrust of the Court of Appeals case had 
to do with the proposition that the witnesses must 
sign on the same sheet of paper as the testator or 
on a sheet physically attached to it.  The Court of 
Appeals supported the common-sense rule stated 

by Judge Sweeney in the Circuit Court decision 
that “the focus should be on a more holistic in-
quiry about whether the document purporting to 
be the will holds together as the unitary document 
completed by the testator and signed by the wit-
nesses rather than an inquiry that at a certain point 
some or all of the pages were mechanically affixed 
to each other.”  Castruccio v. Estate of Castruc-
cio, Case No. 02-C-13-181345 at 11 (Cir. Sept. 
23, 2014). The Court of Appeals in Castruccio 
did not break new ground but, instead, embraced 
the settled law in Maryland and elsewhere dating 
back hundreds of years.  

This case serves as a reminder that lawyers 
should use best practices when overseeing the ex-
ecution of a will, including using care in drafting 
attestation clauses. However, there is no blanket 
requirement that the pages of a Will be mechani-
cally attached or fastened together at the time of 
execution.

  
HON. PAUL A. HACKNER (RET.) 

 

Mediation | Arbitration | Case Evaluation 

 Personal Injury, Product Liability, Medical and 
Professional Malpractice, Contracts, Workers 
Compensation, Construction, Condemnation, 
Real Estate, Trusts and Estates, Landlord-Tenant, 
Business and Commercial 
 
 Judge Circuit Court for Anne Arundel County  

2002-2015 
 County and Circuit Administrative Judge  2014-

2015 
 Judge District Court of Maryland  1997-2002 
 Private Practice of Law  1976-1997   
 Specially designated as Business/Technology 

Judge 
 Specially designated as Advanced Science 

/Technology Judge 
 

CONTACT:  
 
judgehackner@gmail.com  
 

(410) 353-8990 
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Join your AABA colleagues for a fun golf outing at The Golf Club at South River in Edgewater. This 
championship golf course has been skillfully designed to enhance the surrounding wildlife of South River. 
Strategically placed bunkers and rolling fairways add to the natural beauty of this links style course. For 
more information, visit www.golfclubsr.com. 
 
The registration fee covers greens fees for the day of the tournament as well as cart, breakfast, lunch, 
prizes, refreshments and more. The tournament is limited to 100 golfers and registration is first-come, 
first-served, so remember to register early. The cost is $130 ($140 after April 16). 
 
A portion of the proceeds raised will be donated to the support the community services provided by the 
Anne Arundel County Bar Foundation (AACBF). The AACBF was created in 1990 to foster and maintain the 
honor and integrity of the profession of the law. Over the years, it has provided much needed legal 
assistance to the underserved, and more recently, has made charitable gifts and contributions to 
community-based agencies. 
 


 

Player name ___________________________________________________________________  
Phone _________________________________  
Please reserve______ places @ $130 per person ($140 after April 16).  
Total Amount Enclosed: $___________  
Others in foursome ______________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________  
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 

Payment Method: ___ Cash ___ Check ___ Credit (MC/Visa) 
Credit Card No. _____________________________________  
Exp. Date: _________   Billing Zip: _________  CVV#: _________ 

 

Make check payable to AABA. Complete and return this form and payment to: AABA, P.O. Box 161, Annapolis, MD 21404  
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Conquer 
the Quiz 

Claim 
the Cup 

The Anne Arundel Bar Association Invites You To 
 

A Charity Pub Quiz Night 
 
Wednesday, April 18, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 

Galway Bay, 63 Maryland Avenue, Annapolis 

 

Charity Pub Quiz Registration Form 

  
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HISTORIC ANNAPOLIS: 192 Duke of 
Gloucester St., one to three offices available, 
shared use of reception area, conference room, 
copier, fax, and kitchen. Parking option. Call 
Jeff 410-267- 9300 or email Jeff@BaldLaw-
Firm.com

OFFICE SPACE: Annapolis, walking 
distance to circuit court, shared confer-
ence room, and parking space on West 
St.   Call 410-267-0227 or Chris@attor-
neybeard.com  

OFFICE SPACE: Seeking subtenant to 
share furnished office suite at Courtyards near 
Annapolis. Separate windowed office, recep-
tion area, conference room, and kitchen. 133 
Defense Highway, Suite 208, $800 per month 
plus shared utilities & internet. Contact Kevin 
Best, 410-533-6019.

OFFICE SPACE: Seeking subtenant to 
share furnished office suite in Severna 
Park.  Separate large windowed office 
with shared reception/secretarial area, 
conference room, small kitchen, and file 
room.  Ritchie Court, 877 B&A.  $1,600 
per month.  Contact Myron Barlow 410-
315-9681.

SERVICES
ACCOUNTANTS, BUSINESS VALU-
ATION, EXPERT WITNESS, LITI-
GATION SUPPORT: Certified Valu-
ation Analysts in divorce, shareholder 
disputes, estates and gifts, lost profits 
analysis. Asset tracing, forensic and 
fraud examination services. Individual, 
business, trust, estate and gift tax return 
preparation and planning. Choice of busi-
ness entity. Call Allen K. Ayres, CPA CVA 
CFP® - Masters Degree in Taxation at 
Lombardo, Wagner& Ayres, CPA’s: 443-
837-1304 or 410-310-2733.

ADOPTION:  Available to consult, as-
sist in, and handle referrals in all types of 
adoptions.  John Greene, Jenna Forman 
Clothier, 410-878-7230. www.families-
thruadoption.com.

Classified advertising rates: $.50 per word, prepaid. 
To place a classified ad, contact the AABA at  (410) 222-6860.

 classified ads  classified ads  classified ads  classified ads 

EMPLOYMENT
CRIMINAL DEFENSE ATTORNEY: 
sought for mid-size firm in Maryland 
suburbs of DC. Spanish fluency/profi-
ciency required. Please email resume to 
Avjezic@Jezicfirm.com.

TRAINOR, BILLMAN, BENNETT 
AND MILKO: is seeking two associates 
for its family law group.  One position is 
for recent graduate or law clerk;  the other 
is for a more experienced attorney with 
family law litigation experience.  Junior 
partner or partner level applications 
also welcome.  Please submit resumes 
to rec@lawannapolis.com with a cover 
letter explaining with specificity your 
interest and experience in family law.  
No phone calls please.

FOR RENT
ANNAPOLIS: Cathedral Street Office 
Condo. $259,900. 2 parking spaces. 
940 square feet. Bathroom with shower.   
Brand new carpet and paint.   CBeres-
ton@ClaraBereston.com.

ANNAPOLIS TOWNE CENTER OFFICE 
SPACE:  Share sparkling new, spacious 
office with outside balcony overlooking 
Towne Centre Blvd. 2 offices available. All 
amenities.  Unlimited free parking.  $1,000.00 
- $1,250.00/month. Call Tom Pavlinic at 
410.573.9850 (office) or 410.703.0543 (cell).

CLASS A SHARED OFFICE SPACE 
AVAILABLE IN ANNAPOLIS: Sub-
lease one office up to five offices.  Cu-
bicles also available. Shared reception, 
kitchen. Furnished offices, includes 
utilities, cleaning and ample parking.  
$750 /month and up. Call 410-220-1527
CONFERENCE ROOM AVAIL-
ABLE: 106 B Defense Highway. This 
bright, clean room seats up to 10. Also, 
single office with internet, receptionist 
$565/month. Secretarial services pos-
sible. (410) 224-0407

ECONOMIST: Lost income for per-
sonal injury, wrongful death, employment 
and discrimination cases. Valuations 
of small businesses and pensions for 
divorce and contract disputes. Univer-
sity Professor with extensive experi-
ence. Dr. Richard B. Edelman, 8515 
Whittier Blvd, Bethesda, MD 20817. 
(301) 469-9575 or 1-800-257-8626.  
Visit www.economic-analysis.com.  
VISA/MC. 

ESTATES & TRUSTS: Kullman CPA, 
LLC: Experienced in the taxation of 
estates and trusts, working closely with 
attorneys, trustees and personal repre-
sentatives. Barbara G. Crocker, Certified 
Public Accountant, (410) 266-9885, www.
kullmancpa.com

NATIONAL SECURITY, CLEAR-
ANCE APPEALS AND FEDERAL 
CONTRACTS MATTERS: Repre-
sentation of Clients in matters involving 
NSA and the Intelligence and Defense 
Communities including defense of se-
curity clearance/SCI revocation or de-
nial; adverse personnel actions; Foreign 
Ownership, Control or Influence (FOCI) 
issues; Inspector General investigations; 
new business startup; and business issues. 
Contact Dennis J. Sysko, Esquire at (410) 
768-9300 or djsysko@henault-sysko.com.

SETTLEMENT ATTORNEYS: No 
More underwriter Audits/No More Staff-
ing Issues. Keep your clients. We do all 
processing, recording, disbursing and is-
sue the title policy. We deliver a complete 
closing package, ready for YOU to do 
the closing. Call John Brennan, Attorney, 
Four Seasons Title (Anne Arundel Bar 
Member) 410-224-1400 or 301-261-8177.

MISCELLANEOUS
PARTNERS DESK: w/ leather inlay, Ma-
hogany Secretary w/ right hand return (Myrtle 
Desk), and red leather button couch. Call 
410-263-0200.
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

GLEN BURNIE

ANNAPOLIS FEBRUARY 2018
1
1/1     2/2     3/3       4/4
VJ   LMR   SCPS   EAR
1/1       2/2    3/3       4/4    5/5
JPM   JDL   HRD   TJP   DMM

2
1/1      2/2     3/3     4/4
EAR   VJ   LMR   SCPS
1/1      2/2       3/3      4/4
TJP   DMM   HRD   JDL

GLEN BURNIE

ANNAPOLIS

5
1/4        2/2       3/3       4/1
SCPS   EAR   TVM   LMR
1/1      2/2    3/3    4/4       5/5
JPM   TJP   VJ   DMM   HRD

6
1/4          2/2      3/3    4/1
SCPS   TVM   JPM   EAR
1/1       2/2    3/3      4/4     5/5
HRD   VJ   DMM   TJP   LMR

7
1/1        2/2       3/3     4/4
TVM   JPM   SCPS   EAR
1/1         2/2      3/3   4/4    5/5
DMM   HRD   VJ   TJP   LMR

8
1/1   2/2   3/3   4/4
EAR   TVM   LMR   SCPS
1/1   2/2   3/3   4/4   5/5
VJ   DMM   JPM   TJP   HRD

9
1/1       2/2       3/3    4/4
LMR   SCPS   VJ   TVM
1/1     2/2     4/4   5/5
TJP   EAR   VJ   HRD

GLEN BURNIE

ANNAPOLIS

12
1/4         2/2      3/3    4/1
LMR   SCPS   TJP   TVM
1/1        2/2       3/3     4/4    5/5
EAR   DMM   JPM   HRD   VJ

13
1/4      2/2      3/3     4/1   SETT
JPM  LMR  TVM  SCPS  TJP
1/1      2/2       3/3    4/4
HRD   VJ   DMM   EAR

14
1/1      2/2       3/3    4/4
TJP   TVM   LMR   JPM
1/1    2/3       3/2       4/4       5/5
VJ   HRD   DMM   SCPS  EAR

15
1/1       2/2    3/3   4/4
TVM   TJP   VJ   LMR
JDL - LEAVE
1/1         2/2        3/3       4/4     5/5
SCPS   HRD   DMM   EAR   JPM
ADC 1 (AM ONLY) Schools
in Court No Civil Docket in AM

16
1/1    2/2    3/3     4/4
FA   HRD   VJ   LMR
1/1     2/2     3/3*     4/4       5/5
EAR   FA   VAM   DMM   JPM
*SS ONLY!

GLEN BURNIE

ANNAPOLIS

19
HOLIDAY

20
1/4        2/2     3/3   4/1
TVM   JPM   VJ   SCPS
1/1       2/2       3/3     4/4   5/5
HRD  LMR  DMM  TJP  JDL

21
1/1        2/2       3/3      4/4
EAR   TVM   SCPS   JPM
1/1      2/3     3/2      4/4      5/5
TJP   HRD   LMR   JDL   DMM

22
1/1        2/2       3/3      4/4
LMR   EAR   TVM   SCPS
1/1         2/2      3/3     4/4     5/5
DMM   JPM   HRD   TJP   JDL

23
BENCH MEETING
1/0         2/0      3/0      4/0
SCPS   LMR   EAR   TVM
1/0      2/2       4/0      5/0
TJP   DMM   HRD   JDL

GLEN BURNIE

ANNAPOLIS

26
1/4          2/2      3/3     4/1
SCPS   TVM   LMR   EAR
1/1         2/2      3/3     4/4    5/5
DMM   JPM   HRD   JDL   TJP

27
1/4        2/2      3/3      4/1
LMR   EAR   JPM   SCPS
1/1       2/2     3/3     4/4    5/5
JDL  TVM  DMM  TJP  HRD

28
1/1         2/2       3/3     4/4
SCPS   LMR   EAR   JPM
1/1      2/2      3/3     4/4      5/5
TJP   HRD   JDL   DMM  TVM

Anne Arundel County District Court Judges’ Schedule
JPM = Judge McKenna
DMM = Judge Mosley
TJP = Judge Pryal

JDL = Judge Legum
EAR = Judge Reilly
SCPS = Judge Spencer

HRD = Judge Duden
TVM = Judge Miller
LMR = Judge Robinson
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Deborah L. Potter

Andrew T. Burnett

Suzanne V. Burnett

CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 

301.850.7000
16701 Melford Blvd  • Suite 321  • Bowie, MD 20715

Let our pride, protect yours.
PotterBurnettLaw.com

March 2017 Jury Verdict

$1,050,000
BALTIMORE CITY CIRCUIT COURT

April 2017 Jury Verdict

$1,122,286
HARFORD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

November 2017
EXCESS JURY 
VERDICT
CHARLES COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT



Anne Arundel Bar Association
P.O. Box 161
Annapolis, MD 21404-0161

302 Harry S. Truman Parkway, 
Suite F,  

Annapolis, MD  
410.224.0700 

Located steps from Fergusons 
Kitchen & Bath 

 
Owners Debbie Potter and Brian Fleming pictured with Whitney and Hank 

Specializing in Professional  
Personalized Projects 

w
w

w
.cts-studio.com

 

The AABA Phone Numbers Have Changed!
Main Office: (410) 222-6860

Lawyer Referral Service: (410) 222-6859
Our Fax Number remains the same: (410) 280-6966
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